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Friends of Donnelly River Inc 

  October 2013 - Issue 1 

Dear All, 
 
Welcome to first newsletter of the ‘Friends of Donnelly River Inc’ (formally Donnelly River History 
Group), and what a great way to start the first issue but with news about the Reunion held on August 
3rd at Donnelly River for past residents and workers of the Mill town. 
 
120 guests enjoyed the day’s activities in the Workers Club organised and run by some of the new 
Owners and workers of Donnelly River, with a scrumptious lunch catered by Pip Mills of the 
Bridgetown Catering Restaurant. I dare anyone to say they went home starved! 
 
Many guests said as kids they weren’t allowed in the Club and it was the first time they had been 
inside the building so they were very interested to see it. For some it was an emotional return to the 
Donnelly– one man hadn’t been there since he left as a child and was swept back to the past when 
he walked into his old home and saw the metters stove still in place.  The name tags came in handy 
too as people hailed old school friends with the greeting, ‘you don’t recognise me, do you?’  It was 
also heart warming to see several generations at the reunion as grandchildren came back with their 
families to see where they had lived and worked and to learn more about life at the Donnelly.   
Thanks to Mr John Tillman and Barney Quicke who gave a commentary as they showed a video 
which also featured the closing whistle of the steam mill.   
 
The enjoyment of the day is evident in the photo above! 
 
We have attached a copy of the above photo to enable you to download for your own personal copy.  
We are also very keen to obtain any photos and or slides taken at Donnelly River during 1948 – 
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1978.  You might like to donate or send us copies? We would love to have them to enable us build up 
a comprehensive archive to later present to the wider community.  
Please send copies on CD or originals, of which we will return, to the mailing address at the bottom of 
this newsletter. Otherwise, you may like to use one of the many computer programs on offer e.g. 
flickr, Dropbox and email us the link. 
 

Donations 
 We have since found out that Mr Mick Killilea was the town barber and we would like to 
thank Mrs Margaret Jenaway (his daughter) for the donation of her father’s hair clippers. 
As well as, for her swimming trophy which she won for being ‘Senior Swimming 
champion of 1965 for Donnelly River.’  
 We are now investigating an interim home at Donnelly River to showcase these items. 
 

 
Thank you also to Mrs Julie Cresey for donating her husband Leonard’s basketball jacket “Donnelly 

Boomers”, a much loved and treasured jacket. Can anyone else tell us more 
about the “Donnelly Boomers”?  We would love to hear more to pass on to 
everyone.  

 
                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unfortunately many past workers and residents could not make the Reunion and the Friends of 
Donnelly River Inc is now the way we can connect with everyone and keep you up to date with what 
is happening at Donnelly River. To help us collect your personal information we have attached a 
‘Personal Participant Profile’ form and would appreciate if you would take the time to complete and 
mail back to us or scan and email back. Not only does this help us build up a personal archive of the 
history of Donnelly River (Mill) but it also informs us of your current contact details to ensure you do 
not miss out on any of the Donnelly River news. 
 

‘Donnelly – Men and Mill’ 

If you have missed out on a copy of Mr John Tillmans new publication of his book ‘Donnelly – Men 
and Mill’ you can obtain a copy by mailing a cheque for $30.00 (book $25.00 + postage $5.00) to Mr 
Tillman at... PO Box 238 Bridgetown WA 6255. 
 

‘The Closing Whistle’ CD 
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 Mr Barney Quicke is currently working on a commentary being placed onto the ‘The Closing Whistle’ 
CD, on completion he will advise us with the all the details re payment and how to obtain a copy of  
which we will then pass on. 
 

‘Friends of Donnelly River Inc’ 
Friends of Donnelly River Inc is open to anyone interested in Donnelly River Village and to help with 
preserving the stories and artefacts.  If anyone is interested in joining the ‘Friends of Donnelly River 
Inc’ or sharing their story please email history@donnellyriver.com.au or phone Cindy on 92277026.  
There is also some historical material on the website www.donnellyriver.com.au. 
  
A poignant excerpt from Ellen Reids Memories 
“Donnelly has and always will be a special place for me, when I come back it feels like 
I am catching up with an old and dear friend the trees wrapping around me welcoming 
me home.”    


