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Welcome Friends of Donnelly Village to another 

edition of our newsletter. 

 

WEBSITE … NEW WEBSITE IS UP 

AND RUNNING …  
We are very pleased to announce that we now 

have a website.  A huge thank you to Rick Brook 

for initiating and designing the site, he’s done an 

amazing job.  You can find us on 

www.friendsofdonnelly.org.au   Hop onto it and 

have a look and feel free to leave us a message of 

your experience on the site.  Your feedback will 

help the site to continue evolving.  You can also 

visit us on Facebook and give us a ‘Like’. 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS …  Our circle of 

friends is slowly but steadily increasing.  Thank you 

and welcome to these new members: 

Grace O’Neill 

Carol Steele (nee O’Neill) 

Toby O’Keefe 

 

At this stage our membership numbers are still 

quite low but from all little things big things grow so 

please forward our newsletter onto your friends, 

relatives and work colleagues to help us get known 

throughout your networks and communities.  We 

value each and every one of you and your 

continued support goes a long way in ensuring the 

preservation and conservation of a chapter of 

Western Australia’s colourful history.  Having a 

healthy membership base increases our chances of 

success when applying for assistance through 

various funding agencies which enables us to save 

important relics from the past. 

A membership form is now available on our new 

website www.friendsofdonnelly.org.au  We have 

also included one with this newsletter for you to 

pass onto friends or complete yourself and send in 

for those who don’t have any online capability.  We 

are happy to receive membership forms any way 

you can get them to us. 

 

 

WA HERITAGE AWARDS … 

We are pleased to announce that Wheatley Village 

Pty Ltd were awarded a WA Heritage Award in the 

Public/Private Organisation category at the official 

ceremony held in Perth on March 31st.  The awards 

night was attended by representatives of the 

Wheatley Owner Group; Sue Hall, Anna Catelli and 

Sally Paulin.  We were up against some pretty 

impressive nominees so to take out an award was 

completely unexpected and a very nice surprise for 

everyone.  The award is now on display in the 

Village shop. 

 

 

 

MUSEUM NEWS … Our fledgling museum is 

located in one of the primary school classrooms 

and guests and visitors to the village can request 

access to the museum at the Donnelly Village 

General Store (Daily 9 am to 4pm). 
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Official Opening … An official opening for our 

museum will be held on Sunday 2nd April 2017 so 

keep this date free and come along and spend the 

day at Donnelly.   More details to follow. 

Donations … John and Pauline Britten have 

kindly donated an original framed photo of the 

Donnelly River Mill opening to the Museum plus a 

selection of Bunnings company publications from 

the 1970’s and early 1980’s which make for some 

interesting reading. 

 

 

Toby O’Keefe has kindly donated a beautiful table 

with historical notes 

 

 

Interviews – We are currently filming and 

recording interviews with past workers and 

residents of the Donnelly River Village in order to 

build an archive of stories, photographs and 

memories.  If you or someone you know is 

interested in sitting down with us and having a chat 

then please register your interest by emailing 

chair@friendsofdonnelly.org.au and we will add you 

to our list. 

A big thank you to John Tillman, Tim Larsen, 

John Britten and Martyn Thompson for 

participating. 

We will gradually get to others on the list as soon 

as time allows.  Be assured that we haven’t 

forgotten those that have already registered.  We’re 

a small team, time poor but brimming with interest 

and enthusiasm. 

 

RESTORATION PROJECTS … 

Donnelly Mill …   

 

As many of you are aware the old mill is in a 

terrible state and has been sorely neglected for 

many many years.  Visitors to Donnelly are always 

disappointed to hear that there is no action 

happening to restore the mill.  Many visitors would 

love to have a poke around the old place.  

Unfortunately, the owners of the holiday village do 

not have ownership of the mill.  The mill is owned 

by the State and comes under the supervision and 

administration of the Department of Lands. 

Friends of Donnelly Inc have spent a considerable 

amount of time researching the process by which 

we can spearhead a plan to bring various 

government and shire agencies together to discuss 

the mill and its future.  The mill is integral to our 

village, it’s the reason our village was born so we 

have a responsibility to ensure it is preserved for 

our future generations.  Our Chairperson Cindy 

Spight has been the driving force behind this 

mailto:chair@friendsofdonnelly.org.au
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initiative.  Thank you Cindy for your time and 

perseverance. 

The current status is The Department of Lands 

have commissioned Palassis Architects who 

specialise in Heritage buildings to put together a 

Conservation Management Strategy for the mill.  

The recommendations they make within the 

strategy will give guidelines as to what work can be 

performed to save the mill in its current state.  They 

will also provide an approximate cost of such an 

undertaking. 

Palassis are due to deliver this report to The 

Department of Lands within the next few weeks. 

The report will then go to The Hon Terry Redman 

(MLA Blackwood-Warren) for comment and further 

discussion.  Friends of Donnelly Village Inc. are a 

keen stakeholder to see the mill turned into a static 

museum for the people of WA as part of their 

timber milling heritage and to showcase it to the 

broader community.  We are keen to spearhead a 

campaign for the mills revival so we need your help 

in getting the message out there as it’s a huge 

undertaking and quite outside the realms of any 

individual to single-handedly restore.  It’s a long 

term project but unless we put the wheels in motion 

now we may lose this piece of history to white ants 

and wood rot. 

How can you help?  Members can assist us in 

informing friends, family and work colleagues of our 

vision to restore the mill and to encourage people 

to join our group by becoming members.  

Membership fees assist us in many ways to move 

us closer to our common goals.  Passionate 

organisations like ours can make a difference when 

it comes to lobbying State government and local 

shires into action so the more people we have on 

board the more impact we will have on decision 

making within bureaucracies. 

Jack’s Shack … 

Unfortunately, the shack that was the former home 

of the late Jack Surina is also in a dilapidated state 

and we are in the process of discussing the next 

step forward.  Visitors to Donnelly and concerned 

local residents always enquire as to the fate of the 

old place and people share a real sense of 

disappointment to learn that a plan is not yet in 

place for the shack. 

 

 

Recently FODV received notice from the Shire of 

Nannup that whilst Jack’s shack sits partially within 

the villages current owner’s boundary, Wheatley 

Village Pty Ltd and partially on the Sears Road 

Reserve governed by the shire and any proposed 

work carried out would not impact on the road 

reserve. 

The next step for Friends of Donnelly is to 

commission an architect to undertake 

a Conservation Management Strategy of the shack 

and the surrounding outbuildings.  The report will 

give guidelines on how and what to do with the site 

and associated costs.  We will need to apply for a 

grant to commission the report so once again we 

implore our existing members to spread the word 

and those of you who are not yet members to 

consider becoming one as we need your help to be 

able to devise a plan. 

We have begun to gather stories about the late 

Jack Surina, he was certainly one of Donnelly’s 

unique and enduring characters.  We are presently 

discussing ways to commemorate his memory and 

encourage former friends and workmates to come 
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forward and share any stories and anecdotes about 

Jack for our archives.  Any information about Jack 

would be much appreciated, whether good, bad or 

indifferent we would like to gather as much as we 

can. 

As with the mill, Friends of Donnelly have the best 

interests of Jacks shack at heart and we will keep 

you informed of any developments in our next 

newsletter. 

 

CAN YOU HELP?? 

Do you have any information on this coin?  

 

 

 

The Friends of Donnelly Village are eager to learn 

who organised this coin to be minted, why was it 

minted, who were the recipient/s of this coin and 

why, and do you have one of these coins? 

The WA Numismatica Organisation have informed 

the Friends of Donnelly Village they have one of 

these coins in their collection and would appreciate 

help to find out more information. The Numismatica 

Organsiation have advised that the coin is gold 

plated copper, minted in June 1986 with a mintage 

of 200 and the reverse side of the coin has 

Donnelly River/Sheridan Perth.  Please email 

chair@friendsofdonnelly.org.au if you have any 

information. 

Apple Queen … 

If anyone has any information on the “Apple 

Queen” parades and past holders of the Apple 

Queen crown, please send us an email and 

enlighten us as to what it was all about.  We’ve 

heard that someone would have the honour of 

being the Apple Queen and people would make 

colourful floats and have a parade in the Village.  

We would love to find out more so please drop us a 

line or give us a call.  Anyone with old photographs 

we would love to hear from you, we can arrange to 

have pictures scanned and put on display in the 

museum. 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE NEWS … 

Our next committee meeting will be held at 

Donnelly River Holiday Village on the weekend of 

November 19th and 20th.  Why not come along and 

spend the day or even come and spend the 

weekend with us and see what progress is being 

made at the village.  We would love to meet and 

have you go through our fledgling museum and 

listen to your ideas and feedback. 

 

 

OUR CONTACT INFORMATION … 

 

Email:   chair@friendsofdonnelly.org.au 

Phone: 9227 7026 

If no answer leave a message and we’ll get back to 

you. 

Or drop us a line at: 

Chair - Friends of Donnelly River 

18A Venn Street 

North Perth  WA  6006 
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