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17th February 2016            
Friends of Donnelly Village 

AGM Chair Report 
Held 19th February 2016  

at 18A Venn Street North Perth WA 6006 
 
Welcome everyone to the first AGM of the Friends of Donnelly Village (FODV) and thank you for your support. 
 

1. Background History of Friends of Donnelly Village (FODV) 
• The group was loosely formed in 2012 by a few people interested in researching, documenting 

and presenting the history of Donnelly Village and The Mill. 
• Formerly known as The History Group. 
• In this time some of the members upskilled themselves by attending a course on how to take 

oral histories run by the Oral History Association of Australia.  
• A Reunion was organised in August 2013 for past mill workers and residents of the village, which 

was a great success.  
• The Reunion was also reported on by the Manjimup Bridgetown Times in August 2013. 
• ABC South West also interviewed Sally Paulin regarding the reunion. 
• John Tillman updated and had reprinted for the Reunion his book Donnelly Men and Mill. Signed 

copies were available at the reunion. 
• February 2014 applied to become Incorporated and changed the organisation name to Friends 

of Donnelly Village Inc. Becoming a not for profit organisation not only gave the organisation set 
rules to abide by, it also gave the group the forma structure required to enable applications for 
Grants to be made. 

• May 2015 Owners of Donnelly Village kindly made available a classroom for use as a museum 
for FODV. Many of the owners also helped to paint the classroom on the Owners Weekend in 
May. FODV has formally thanked the Owners. 

• July 2015 saw the Museum starting to take shape. Busselton museum kindly donated an ex 
display cabinet.  

• Up to February 2016 museum has received a number of donated items from previous residents 
and workers now on display as well as a small collection of photos of the era. 
 

2. Royal Western Australian Historical Society Inc. 
• 2016 January FODV joined Association for 6 months membership.  
• This entitles us to have use of their reference library.  
• Receive discount on their archival products.  
• Receive advice on research. 
• Attend monthly meetings with interesting guest speakers. 
• They are the hub for a State-wide network of approximately 80 Affiliated Societies. 
• Exposure to their 700 members by being invited to write a short article about Donnelly for their 

History West monthly magazine. Due out April 2016. 
• Membership to be re-assessed after 6 months (June 2016). 

 
3. FODV Membership 

• The numbers of members are gradually increasing which is great to see as it will help to give us 
more standing in the Grants process and as an identity in general. 

 
4. Grants 

• We are currently waiting to see if we have been successful for a $5000 Federal Community grant 
kindly written and submitted by Sally Paulin. This grant if successful will be used to purchase 
equipment to help in the research, documentation and display of the village and mill history, 
training etc. 

• Rick Brook is currently investigating a Heritage Trail grant to enable us to move forward with 
regards to establishing heritage walk trails around the village. 
 
 
 



 2 

5. Working Life Heritage Trail  - http://www.workinglife.com.au/ 
Working Life is a heritage-themed attraction developed by the South West Development Commission 
(SWDC) in partnership with local heritage site operators. Donnelly River Village is listed in their brochure 
and web site as a ‘must-see’ site to visit. 
Sally Paulin has re-established the connection and networked with the people involved with the Working 
Life Heritage Trail to inform them of FODV and what we are about. 
 

6. The Mill 
Background information; 
1978 Mill closed and handed by Bunnings Pty Ltd to the State Government ‘for the benefit of the people’ 
with machinery and workings deliberately left intact for this purpose. 
 
1980 the town was developed as a tourist complex under a leasehold arrangement (Briefcase Holdings) 
from the Department of Tourism. A lease agreement for 50 years was signed. 

 
2001 The Mill operated as a static museum tourist attraction under leasehold from the government until 
safety concerns caused its closure. 

 
2010 The Village was subdivided off the original Title and sold Freehold and is currently operated by 
private investors, leaving the Mill still in State Government Ownership. 
 
Current information; 
2015 January; 
A member of the public wrote to the Hon Terry Redman MLA Member for Warren – Blackwood regarding 
the disrepair of the Mill and sent thru a copy of the letter to FODV. In their letter they asked for his 
assistance to have the mill restored. At the time of their request they thought the mill was owned by the 
Owners of Donnelly Village and The Hon Terry Redman’s reply also indicated that he thought the same. 
 
2015 February; 
As Chair of FODV I wrote to The Hon Terry Redman and clarified that the mill was in State Government 
Ownership and therefore the current village owners had no authority to restore the mill but FODV 
supported the request to have the mill restored and possibly turned into a static museum. 
 
2015 March;  
The Hon Terry Redman replied suggesting that as discussions in recent years had taken place without 
success his recommendation would be to meet Department of Lands (DoL) who currently control issues 
arising related to the mill. He stated that DoL may have limited funds to undertake necessary works to 
address safety issues, however DoL did not have funds necessary to progress the conservation of the 
buildings. Therefore, he suggested having a meeting with the aim of seeking funding for the development 
of a conservation plan for the mill. 
From this all parties, could then make an informed decision with regards to the mill.  
 
2015 June; 
A meeting held on site with a few members from FODV, Assistant Manager DoL, CEO Shire of Nannup, 
Representative from the South West Development Commission, Department of Finance, Member of 
Nannup Historical Society and Executive Officer for Warren Blackwood Alliance. 
 
The outcome of the meeting was for FODV to contact architect Palassis Architects (Architect & Heritage) 
to prepare a fee quote to DoL for a Conservation Plan to be undertaken for the mill. 
Palassis were the preferred architect as they were commissioned in 2005 for a Heritage Study of the Mill 
by the then called Department of Housing and Works. Palassis also has current contact with a structural 
engineer who not only knows the site from previous studies but is also a member of the Engineering 
Historical Society who also have an interest in studying the mill. 

 
2015 July: 
Palassis Architects informed FODV “that there were two subtly different documents that guide the 
conservation of a place, these are a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) or a Conservation 
Management Strategy (CMS). Both make recommendations for the conservation of a place, but a CMS 
has more of an emphasis on the practical conservation of fabric.” It is briefer and less costly to prepare 
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than a CMP. A CMP would provide a more detailed history and would develop policies to guide the 
conservation of the place.”  
 
Whereas as a CMS would comprise: 

• Introduction 
• Background information including brief history and description 
• Graded zones of significance 
• Recommendation for conservation works and timeframes 
• Budget Costings to assist in understanding the financial magnitude of the exercise. 

 
2016 Early January; 
DoL approved funding and Palassis Architects formally engaged. 
 
2016 End January; 
FODV members met with Palassis Architects and Engineer to discuss CMS. All previous studies and relevant 
photos held by FODV were made available to Palassis as background information for the CMS. 
 
2016 Mid-March  
A proposed site visit TBC by Palassis to undertake work for the CMS, meet Donnelly Village Managers, talk with 
Charles Gilbert a Historian from Nannup Historical Society who has a sound knowledge of the workings of the 
mill. Palassis may also meet with John Tillman. 
 
Hopefully FODV should get a clearer indication from Palassis Architects of when the CMS will be completed and 
submitted to DoL for further discussion. Likely timeframe is approximately 3 – 4 months. 
 
Once we have the CMS FODV can then hopefully move onto Stage 2 where we investigate other possible 
stakeholders to commence the restoration phase and finally to fund a static museum. The Mill is owned by the 
State Government and this is a partnership where we all have the same vision of providing an iconic tourist 
attraction for the region.  
 
7. Thank you; 

I would especially like to thank Sally P on behalf of the FODV for; 
• Having a vision about researching, documenting etc the history of the Village and Mill and actually           
       guiding us to start the process. 
• The amazing networking, she has done to help FODV be recognised and gain support especially with  
       regards to the mill.  
• Continued updating and posting on the FODV Facebook page – getting us out there! Check it out if you  
       haven’t already. 
• The gentle guidance and free reign she has given us all to pursue the areas of history that interest us   
       most. 
 

8. Addendum: State Heritage Awards 
Sally Paulin completed the nomination form and entered Wheatley Village into the State Heritage Awards for 
2016. Wheatley Board has just informed FODV of the success as being listed a s a finalist in the Public & 
Private Organisation category to be announced 31st March 2016. This is great news as it will give support in 
many ways to FODV and their objective of preserving, documenting the history natural and social fabric of 
Donnelly Village. 

 
And to all the other founding member’s of FODV thank you for your support to me as Chair and for staying on 
board as sometimes the wheels really do move slowly. 
 
To all other members thank you for joining and we are open to ideas and suggestions and all help is appreciated 
as this is a huge project of which we can have lots of fun on the way. 
 
Cindy Spight  
Chair Friends of Donnelly Village 

 
 


